[Capillarization of the myocardium of the yak].
Organometric and histometric characteristics of various parts of the heart have been performed in the yak, a permanent inhabitant at altitudes of 3,000-5,000 m above the sea level. Forty hearts of mature animals have been studied. Morphometric investigations of capillaries in the muscle fibers have been carried out in the atrial walls, in the right and left auriculae. in the ventricles and in the papillary muscles. The data are presented for each cardiac part: they describe diameters, density and volume of the capillary network and muscle fibers. In order to estimate the degree of capillarization of the cardiac muscle tissue, a new parameter is suggested to be used, when analyzing the morphometric data. It characterizes ratio of capillaries volume. According to the criterion given, a significant difference is stated between the degree of capillarization in the myocardium of the right and left ventricles. We suppose that this adequately reflects an increased loading experienced by the right cardiac parts under a long-lasting effect of altitude factors.